
Doc # 24 

Folder stash enclosing docs # 21-23 

docket posi�on 52 

dated 11 May 1948 

compliments of under-secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. Three documents above - clearly le�er about 

Persian journalists is related to Egyp�an journalist visit as contained in same folder stash.





Doc # 25 

Le�er from a S.W. Jenkins in Poli�cal Department to Pyman and Tull in FO 

docket posi�on 49-51 

dated 18 May 1948 

Cracked and decoded telegram from King Abdullah to Pakistan congratula�ng the govt on the occasion 

of the forma�on of a cultural associa�on of middle eastern countries. He "hope(s) and pray(s) that this 

noble and excellent project which aims at gathering the peopled of the East under one culture will 

received God's blessing." 









Doc # 26 

Le�er from UKHC Gra�ey-Smith to Archival Carter permanent under-secretary of State at 

Commonwealth Rela�ons Office 

docket posi�on 47-48 

dated 27 May 1948 

A very day-to-day detailed write-up and tracking of what the Egyp�an journalists, now known to have 

connec�ons with al-Banna were doing in Pakistan. How they met Jinnah and top leaders in private and 

delivered and received le�ers not made public and how they were received in Pakistan generally. 







Doc # 27 

Chronological document 

docket posi�on 16 

dated 24 May 1948 

Hand-wri�en Le�er from Bri�sh HC regarding the visit of Ashmawy - part of leaf stash from do. pos. 14-

17, included separately as doc # 53 





Doc # 28 

Le�er from UKHC Gra�ey-Smith to Archival Carter permanent under-secretary of State at 

Commonwealth Rela�ons Office 

docket posi�on 45-46 

dated 16 June 1948 

Le�er includes an a�achment of dawn's ar�cle on how Afghan ambassador apparently gives assurances 

that Afghanistan had no territorial ambi�ons on Pakistan. Gra�ey-Smith however related this to 

recrudescence of Pathanistan campaign. It is unclear what the Bri�sh objec�ves are here. He refers to a 

le�er of May 31st that we do not have access to. 







Doc # 29 

From Poli�cal Dept to Mr. Cable and Tull in Foreign Office  

docket posi�on 43-44 

dated 28 June 1948 

Telegram from Pakistan to Amman on returning thanks. 







Doc # 30 

Folder stash enclosing docs # 25-29, excluding 27 

docket posi�on 42 

dated 5 July 1948 

compliments of under-secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.  





Doc # 31 

Le�er from Henry B Mack at Bri�sh Embassy Baghdad to BAB Burrows, Eastern Dept, FO 

docket posi�on 41 

Dated 15th June 1948 

Basically, relaying some informa�on from a cha�y third secretary of state regarding how ambassadors 

from Pakistan would be sent to countries in the ME and which ambassadors would serve which 

countries. It also related how it was impossible for Pakistan to appoint ambassadors un�l this �me due 

to internal issues. Also, that the immediate plan is to only serve ambassadors to Muslim capitals. 





Doc # 32 

Folder stash enclosing docs # 31 

docket posi�on 40 

dated 14 July 1948 

compliments of under-secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.  





Doc # 33 

Savingram from HC UK in Karachi to Commonwealth Rela�ons Office 

docket posi�on 39 

dated 4 July 1948 

Tone and tenor of cau�on now regarding tendency to prescribe Muslim unity as a sovereign cure for all 

ills. News of co-opera�on from Cairo, ex-Mu�i, head of Riff, and Hassan al Banna on pledges suppor�ng 

Hyderabad, Pakistan against India. Others now also championing Muslim unity, Abdul Hamid Kha�b 

Saudi Charge D'affairs in Pakistan, Ghazanfar Ali Khan affirming his long-standing belief in pan-Islamic 

bloc, and restora�on of �es with Saudi and Jordan celebrated in Dawn.





Doc # 34  

Le�er from Chancery in Bri�sh Embassy in Ankara to Commonwealth Liaison Dept, FO 

docket posi�on 38 

dated 2 Aug 1948 

Le�er basically contains details about Pakistan Minister of Finance Ghulam Muhammad's visit to Turkey. 

Where he had a spat with the Indian ambassador there over Hyderabad and how Pakistan resolutely 

stood with Arab countries. 





Doc # 35 

Folder stash enclosing docs # 33-34 

docket posi�on 37 

dated 16 Aug 1948 

compliments of under-secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.  





Doc # 36 

Le�er from Governor of Malta Douglas to Principal Secretary of State for FO Ernest Bevin 

docket posi�on 36 

dated 30 July 1948 

How the Shah of Iran stopped over and stayed with Governor of Malta for two days and was very well 

disposed towards UK and had high opinions of Bevin. The governor notes how the Shah was par�cularly 

concerned about the Muslim posi�on in Kashmir and Pales�ne and viewed India poorly. He wanted close 

associa�on with Pakistan. 





Doc # 37 

Le�er from Principal Secretary of State for FO Ernest Bevin to PM of UK 

docket posi�on 35 

dated 26 Aug 1948 

A�aching the doc # 36, le�er to PM. States how "it is interes�ng that Shah should a�ach important to 

very close associa�on with Pakistan. He appears to feel that despite her present difficul�es with India, 

Pakistan has come to stay and a factor to be reckoned with in Middle Eastern affairs." 





Doc # 38 

Folder stash enclosing docs # 36-37 

docket posi�on 34 

dated 26 Aug 1948 

compliments of under-secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.  





Doc # 39 

Savingram from HC UK in Karachi to Commonwealth Rela�ons Office 

docket posi�on 33 

dated 2 Sept 1948 

Basically, update on con�nua�on of development of Muslim bloc. Mee�ng of Arab-Pakistan cultural 

associa�on was held under minister of Educa�on. Please for Muslim unity that ranged from Muslim 

Federa�on to closer cultural associa�on. Press is playing up Muslim solidarity. Dawn publishes report 

from Cairo om forma�on of League of Islamic Countries. Iran giving special favor to Pakistan with 

promp�tude of ceremony of its ambassador. 





Doc # 40 

Savingram from HC UK in Karachi to Commonwealth Rela�ons Office 

docket posi�on 32 

dated 9 Sept 1948 

Pakistan minister of interior has given official blessing to proposal to establish branches in Pakistan of 

Young Men's Associa�on of Cairo to strengthen Muslim Brotherhood. Enrollment has started. Pakistan 

World Muslim Associa�on to send a delega�on to informal conference of all Islamic countries at Mecca 

at forthcoming Hajj. Leader of delega�on stated that Muslim world must be united against threat to 

Islam from Hindu fascism and Jewish aggression. Gov of Pakistan also intends to send cultural mission to 

tour ME. Dawn ar�cle demanding libera�on of Arabs from French imperialist rule. 





Doc # 41 

Dawn ar�cle - Not a real document in this docket but placed here to par��on pre-Jinnah and post-Jinnah 

Pakistan - h�ps://www.dawn.com/news/1356979 

Dated 13 Sept 1948 

h�ps://www.dawn.com/news/1356979 

"USMANI’S ADDRESS 

“The Quaid-i-Azam is dead, but the na�on he brought into existence s�ll lives and hopes to live a life of 

honour and strength,” said Maulana Shabbir Ahmed Usmani addressing the huge gathering, a�er the 

prayers. 

“The Quaid-i-Azam is no more. The loss is irreparable for Pakistan, nay, I should say for the whole Muslim

world. He was gi�ed with heart and was a rare example of nature’s gi� to humanity. His selfless services 

to Pakistan and the Muslim na�on will be remembered by all and in all ages”, said Maulana Usmani. 

SOLID BLOC 

Maulana Shabbir Ahmed Usmani added that it was the ambi�on and determina�on of the Quaid-i-Azam 

to create a solid bloc of all the Muslim states stretching from Karachi to Ankara, from Pakistan to 

Morocco and from here to the capital city of China. He wanted to see the Muslims of the world united 

under the banner of Islam." 



Doc # 42 

Savingram from HC UK in Karachi to Commonwealth Rela�ons Office 

docket posi�on 31 

dated 8 Oct 1948 

Pakistan foreign minister denies reports of Islamic bloc. 





Doc # 43 

From Cairo to FO Mr. Chapman Andrews 

docket posi�on 30 

dated 19 Oct 1948 

Repor�ng how Egypt had invited Nehru to visit Egypt and similarly also invited Liaquat Ali. 





Doc # 44 

Reuters India and Pakistan Service Ar�cle from Cairo 

docket posi�on 29 

dated 4 Nov 1948 

Liaquat Ali address in Egypt how UN needed to be empowered to ensure world peace. That Pakistan 

desired close rela�ons with all and supported the Arab posi�on in Pales�ne but that there were other 

issues besides Pales�ne and thus the need for a strong UN. No hint of Islamic bloc. 





Doc # 45 

Telegram from HC UK in Karachi to Secretary of State Commonwealth Rela�ons Office 

docket posi�on 27-28 

dated 9 Nov 1948 

Liaquat Ali broadcast to na�on on how detente with India and Pakistan and professed sympathy with 

Islamic world but supposedly need of hour was unity of thought and ac�on. Discussed Commonwealth 

Premiers Conference. 







Doc # 46 

Savingram from HC UK in Karachi to Commonwealth Rela�ons Office 

docket posi�on 26, 20 (20 excluded) 

dated 5 Nov 1948 

Pakistan PM in Cairo on Pales�ne ques�on. At press conference, publicly disclaimed any inten�on of 

forming poli�cal bloc of Arab countries. The bloc he said, already existed, in the sense that the people of 

all Muslim countries were brothers. He declined to answer a ques�on whether he favored a Muslim 

World Federa�on. 





Doc # 47 

Savingram from HC UK in Karachi to Commonwealth Rela�ons Office 

docket posi�on 25 

dated 11 Nov 1948 

Pakistan PM broadcast. Same in substance as doc # 46, except added, that Liaquat Ali Khan does not 

envisage a poli�cal bloc of Muslim countries for �me being. "I believe in interna�onalism. The world's 

future lies not in establishing blocs but in interna�onal rela�ons." 





Doc # 48 

Sindh Observer Ar�cle 

docket posi�on 24 

dated 23 Nov 1948 

Split over two images because its long ar�cle. Roughly this ar�cle is referred to later here in this docket 

as apparently being placed by Liaquat Ali to influence public opinion as specified in doc # 53. Basically, a 

realpoli�k ar�cle against the popular vision of forming a Muslim bloc. 







Doc # 49 

Le�er from Kenneth Jowers Director at Bri�sh Informa�on Services to GF Crawley CRO at Informa�on 

Dept 

docket posi�on 22-23 

dated 24 Nov 1948 

The le�er finds the Sindh Observer ar�cle to be interes�ng and the first that he has no�ced against the 

forma�on of a Muslim bloc. 







Doc # 50 

Seems to be a Savingram from HC UK in Karachi to Commonwealth Rela�ons Office 

docket posi�on 21 

dated 18 Nov 1948 

API report on fatwa issued in Mecca calling upon Muslims to perform jihad in Kashmir. Another fatwa 

against taking ac�ons that may hurt "Islamic State of Pakistan". Outcome of efforts made by World 

Muslim Associa�on of Pakistan chaired by Shabbir Usmani. 





Doc # 51 

Seems to be a Savingram from HC UK in Karachi to Commonwealth Rela�ons Office 

docket posi�on 19 

dated probably mid to end Nov 1948 based on placement 

Communica�on on industrializa�on in Pakistan and businesses coming from abroad.





Doc # 52 

Seems to be a Savingram from HC UK in Karachi to Commonwealth Rela�ons Office 

docket posi�on 18 

dated probably mid to end Nov 1948 based on placement 

Tendency to see defense of Pakistan in pan-Islamic context and how any disaster to Pakistan would be 

misfortune to whole Islamic world. The Savingram notes with some relief and tenor that "an interes�ng 

note of realism is sounded by a Karachi English language daily" against "the loose talk of forming a 

Muslim Bloc". It also notes that the newspaper "sensibly remarks that a bloc, to be worth forming, must 

consist of members capable of effec�ve co-opera�on and points out that such alliances are apt to 

produce counterac�ons and opposi�ons, an instance quoted being the Russo-American sponsorship of 

Israel, which is seen as resul�ng from the Muslim Bloc's support of the Pales�nian Arabs."   

This is interes�ng because in doing so they also implicitly accept another blurb from the Sindh Observer 

ar�cle, doc # 48, in ques�on which reads that "We may be forgiven if we say that had some people not 

indulged in premature loose talk about Pakistan working for the forma�on of a dis�nct Muslim bloc, on 

the very first morning of its birth, probably it would not have to encounter some of the difficul�es which 

we now find its path beset. It alarmed and frightened its very author the Bri�sher who took this talk as a 

warning and began to think that a new monstrosity was coming up which may in the long run challenge 

his own supremacy and vested interests in Asia. The change in the policy of Mountba�en and the 

palpably reverse Radcliffe award clearly ascribable to that blunder on our part." 





Doc # 53 

Hand-wri�en Le�er from UK HC in Karachi to a Mr. Gibson and Harrison 

docket posi�on 12 

dated probably end Nov 1948 

This appears as a subsequent paper. A�ributed to UK HC in Karachi based on similar handwri�ng and 

signature as doc # 27. Basically, talks about back story of how Liaquat Ali seems to be influencing Sindh 

Observer ar�cle through Chief Minister Khuhro and that Liaquat Ali is no longer "so keen on the idea of a 

Muslim Bloc as he had been. He saw too much in the Middle East." Also talks about how Dawn is 

behaving against Liaquat Alis views. 





Doc # 54 

Seems to be loose folder stash enclosing docs # 39-52 

docket posi�on 14-17, docket posi�on 16 is already enclosed in doc # 27 

dated probably end of 1948, early 1949 

Last of the loose folder that encloses all the above. 








